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Deism (from Lat. Deus, '‘God'). The term, orig. interchangeale with Theism (q.v.), i.e. belief
in one Supreme Being as opposed to atheism and polytheism, is now generally restricted to the
system of natural religion which was first developed in England in the 17th and 18th cents.
Among its precursors are P. Charron, J. Bodin (¢.1530-96), and esp. Lord Hebert of Cherbury
(g.v.), who in his De Veritate (1624) set out five truths common to all religions. J. Locke,
though himself objecting to the title of 'Deist, also profoundly influenced subsequent
developments through his Reasonableness of Christianity (1695). The classic exposition of Deism
is John Toland's Christianity not Mysterious (1696), which argues against revelation and the
supernatural altogether. S. Clarke, in his Demonstration of the Being and Attributes of God

-3-



(1704-6), distinguished four classes of Deists. For the first, God is only the Creator, with no
further interest in the world; the second group admit a Divine Providence, but only in the
material, not in the moral and spiritual, order; the third believe in certain moral attributes of God,
but not in a future life; and the fourth accept all the truths of natural religion, including belief in a
life to come, but reject revelation. .... (465)
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