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Religion, Exploration Press 1984  pp.16-52
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In asking this question, we do not turn to the modern theological doctrines of salvation for an
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answer. They have mostly lost the original power of the idea of salvation, its cosmic meaning
which includes nature, man as a whole, and society. Especially in modern Protestantism, salvation,
and many related concepts such as regeneration, redemption, eternal life, are interpreted as
descriptions of the spiritual situation of the individual man, in which a spetial stress is laid on his
moral transformation and the continuation of his personal life after death. But for biblical and
early Christian thinking, salvation is basically a cosmic event: the world is saved. (16)

When salvation has cosmic signifcance, healing is not only included in it, but salvation can be
described as the act of "cosmic healing."”

Salvation is basically and essentially healing, the re-establishment of a whole that was broken,
disrupted, disintegrated. (17)

The cosmic disease is cosmic guilt. (19)

The savior is the healer. Jesus calls himself a physician. The power of the salvation is based
on their cosmic significance, that is, on the fact that they represent the whole which they are
supposed to bring back to its lost wholeness. This implies that they are divine and cosmic figures,
divine, implying centralized unity and indestructible control over themselves and things, cosmic,
implying their all-embracing universality. Yet the saviors are also human, because in man the
cosmic is united and "son of man," the god "anthropos," the "god-man," etc. (21)

6 . The Meaning of Health, in: Paul Tillich. MainWorks 2, de Gruyter 1990 pp.345-352
Healing, Separated and United
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Jesus in Contemporary Scholarship, Trinity Press International 1994
Conflicht, Holiness and Politics in the Teaching of Jesus, Trinity Press 1984
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The Historical Jesus. The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant, HarperSanFrancisco 1991
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My wager is that magic and meal or miracle and table constitutes such a conjunction
and that it is the heart of Jesus' program. (304)
Jesus. A Revolutionary Biography, HarperSanFrancisco 1995
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