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+ option to follow Jesus; option to be poor; option for the poor.

in Jesus, God and the poor have formed an alliance against their common enemy: mammon.

+ "inculturation." I see the process of "becoming the local church of Asia" only as an
accompaniment or a corollary to the process of "fulfilling the mission of evangelizing the

(Asian) nations." mission to the poor.

The great (monastic) religions that antedate Christianity also claim to possess a message of
liberation for the poor of Asia. *+ * * collaborators in a common mission.
« every local church, being itself a people, is essentially an inculturated church. The relevant
question to ask therefore, is: Whose culture does the official church reflect? Which is the same as

asking, What social class is the church predominantly associated with?

To evangelize Asia is to evoke in the poor this liberative dimension of Asian religiousness,
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Christian and non-Christian.

« the separation of religion from culture (as in Latin Christianity) and religion from philosophy

(as in Hellenic Christianity)makes little sense in an Asia society.

The very word "inculturation," which is of Catholic origin and inspiration, is based on this

culture-religion dichotomy of the Latins, in that it could, and often does, mean the insertion of

"the Christian religion minus European culture" into an "Asian culture minus non-Christian

religion."
+ The vast majority of God's poor perceive their ultimate concern and symbolize their struggle for

liberation in the idiom of non-Christian religions and cultures. Therefore, a theology that does not

speak to or through this non-Christian peoplehood is an esoteric luxury of a Christian minority.

Hence, we need a theology of religions that will expand the existing boundaries of orthodoxy as

we enter into the liberative streams of other religions and cultures.

+ inculturation and liberation, rightly understood, are two names for the same process!

What makes an Asian Christian community truly indigenous or "local" is its active and risky

involvement with Asia's cultural history, which is now being shaped by its largely non-Christian
majority.
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