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Chapter 1
detective fiction appeals to our deep yearning to make sense of what seem to some to be an

unrelated series of events. (1)

But information is not the same as meaning, nor is knowledge identical with wisdom. (3)
The intellectual vitality of the natural sciences lies in their being able to say something without
having to say everything. Science simply cannot answer about the meaning of life and should not

be expected --- still less, forced --- to do so. To demand that science answer questions that lie

beyond its sphere of competence is potentially to bring it into disrepute. These questions are

metaphysical, not empirical. (4)

what some philosophers call the "ultimate questions" (5)

Faith is thus to be seen as a form of motivated or warranted belief. It is not a blind leap into the

dark, but a joyful discovery of a bigger picture of things, of which we are part. (6)

Chapter 2
Terry Eagleton
William James pointed out many years ago, religious faith is basically "faith in the existence of an

unseen order of some kind in which the riddles of the natural order may be found and explained.
(8)

Simone Weil

Chapter 3
none of them can exactly be said to give us a reason for living.
Christians believe that there is God, whose loving presence and grace transform human nature and

give us a reason to live and to hope. It cannot be proved. But it is a belief which, if true, utterly

transforms life. We seen everything in a new way and a new light. The atheist believes that there

is no God. This article of faith cannot be proved either. Christianity and atheism are both faith,

what William James calls "working hypotheses." They are of critical importance to people's lives.
But they can't be proved. (20)
These were passionate and deeply moral beliefs. Yet they could not be proved to be true.

I left him with the thought that the things that really matter in life are ultimately matters of faith.
They can't be proved. But we continue to believe in them, and we are justified in doing so. That's
just the way things are.

To believe is human. (21)

Chapter 4
Science is about sense-making. The natural sciences try to identify patterns within the natural

world and then to seek out the deeper structures which can account for these patterns: (22)

The most familiar type of explanation is causal. (23)
Science is about warranted belief, not about rational belief. The history of science is about the

recalibration of notions of "rational" in the light of what was actually discovered about the deeper
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structure of nature. (27)

It is important, for example, to realize that not all explanations are causal. Furthermore, the
process of explanation is often regressive, ...

it has become increasingly clear that science is raising questions which it cannot answer. (28)

Chapter 6
Scientific truth is exact, but it is incomplete.

To be human is to yearn for meaning and answers to the riddles of existence. Yet the scientific

enterprise stops short of those ultimate questions, and rightly so. It knows its limits, and its limits

are determined by evidence. But sometimes that evidence seems to point beyond itself, to another

world just over the horizon, beyond scientific investigation. (40)

Science cannot deal with questions of meaning or value: it can only deal with matters of fact.

many of the deepest and most engaging questions about the nature of the universe have their
origins in a fundamentally religious quest for meaning. (41)

For Einstein, explicability itself clearly requires explanation. The most incomprehensible thing
about the universe is that it is comprehensible. (41-42)

The point is simple: nature is open to many legitimate interpretations. Science, in itself and of

itself, is neutral. It can be interpreted in atheist, deist, and many other ways --- but is does not

demand to be interpreted in any of these ways. (47)
Earlier, we noted, C.S. Lewis's characteristic assertion that Christianity makes sense in itself and
makes sense of everything else. (48)

Chapter 9
The laws of nature seem to be "fine-tuned" in order to make life possible. (66)
the fine-tuning of the universe

it resonates strongly with the Christian vision of reality (72)

The capacity of Christianity to map these phenomena is not conclusive proof of anything. It is,
however, highly suggestive. (73)

Chapter 11
The Enlightenment had a thoroughly optimistic view of human nature. (83)

Eagleton describes the "dream of untrammeled human progress" as a "bright-eyed superstition," a

fairy tale... (85)
a luminous example of "blind faith." (86)

We bear God's image, yet we are sinful.
A recognition of this profound ambiguity is essential if we are to avoid political and social

utopianism, (87)

Scientific advance had placed into our hands new technologies and techniques: thus we can do
thing today that our ancestors could only have dreamed of. Yet this progress raises some real
problems. A medical advance that helps us understand how the human body works might lead to
new cures; yet it could also lead to a weapon of mass destruction, designed to use this knowledge
of human physiology to destroy populations. (88)

the awkward fact that the engine that drives scientific advance is sometimes military (89)

Realism about human nature (90)

Chapter 12
The Marxist creed has now been inverted. The true opium of modernity is the belief that there is

no God, so that humans are free to do precisely as they please. We create a moral universe in
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which we are free to do as we please. There is no ultimate accountability. (93)

Lewis, however, argued that our longing for significance is a maker of something that lies beyond
the thresholds of our experience. It is a clue which suggests that human beings are created for
something better than the world that we know.

Lewis certainly is not alone in having experienced a deep sense of desire for something unknown,

possibly unknowable.
Matthew Arnold
Blaise Pascal (1623-62)saw human longing as a hint pointing towards our true goal: (95)

Human beings possess an instinct of transcendence, (99)

For Lewis, the heart's desire can never be satisfied by anything that is finite or created. A door
must be opened so that we can enter into another world, within which our true satisfaction and joy
are to be found. (100)

Chapter 13
Reality is open to multiple interpretations. (101)

The Christian faith enables us to make sense of things, so that we hear tunes where others only

hear noise, and see patterns where others see disorder and chaos.

The Christian faith offers a frame work of meaning (103)

this framework of meaning is not something that we manage to figure out by ourselves, after an
exhaustive analysis of all the options. The meanings that we quest is disclosed to us. We are, so to
speak, "surprised by meaning." The traditional Christian language of "revelation" affirms that the

meaning that all human beings seek, yet find so elusive and mysterious, has been shown to us.
(104)
the Enlightenment was so diverse that it cannot really be spoken of as a single movement. Instead

of speaking of human "rationality," we must speak of "rationalities." The Enlightenment turns out

to be a rational multiverse, (105)

The really important point is this: we do not define ourselves, but we are defined by another,
(107)

Conclusion : Faith is part of the human condition. (113)
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