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distinction between semiotics and semantics
If language were not fundamentally referential, would or could it be meaningful?

Finally, semiotics appears as a mere abstraction of semantics. And the semiotic definition of the

sign as an inner difference between signifier and signified presupposes its semantic definition as

reference to the thing for which it stands. The most concrete definition of semantics, then, is the

(21) theory that relates the inner or immanent constitution of the sense to the outer or transcendent
intention of the reference.

the utterer's meaning has to be expressed in the language of reference as the self-reference of
discourse, i.e., as the designation of its speaker at the same time that it refers to the world. This
correlation is not fortuitious, since it is ultimately the speaker who refers to the world in speaking.
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5. Paul Ricoeur," Listening to the Parables of Jesus."
What makes sense is not the situation as such, but, as a recent critique has shown, it is the plot,
it is the structure of the drama, its composition, its culmination, its denouement. (240)
a network of intersignification, to understand each one in the light of the other (242)
Mt.13:45-46,47-49
Three critical moments emerge: finding the treasure, selling everything else, buying
the field (240)

Event (the newness) / Reversal / Doing

the event comes as a gift. (241)

The power of this language is that it abides to the end within the tension created by the images.

think through the richness of the images / metaphor (242)

The challenge to the conventional wisdom is at the same time a way of life. We are first
disoriented before being reoriented.

reorientation by disorientation, extravagance

this dramatization is both paradoxical and hyperbolic. (244)

surprising strategy of discourse.

To listen to the Parables of Jesus, it seems to me, is to let one's imagination be opened to the
new possibilities disclosed by the extravagance of these short dramas. If we look at the Parables as
at a word addressed first to our imagination rather than to our will, we shall not be tempted to
reduce them to mere didactic devices, to moralizing allegories. We will let their poetic power
display itself within us.

poetic power of Parables / the Event / Reversal / Decision (moral) (245)
6. J.D.Crossan, In Parables. the challenge of the historical Jesus, Harper & Row,1973.
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