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5. Covenantal Community and Coopration

Epilogue: Christian Empire and American Empire
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Part 2: The Renewal of Covenantal Community

The Assemblies of Christ in the Letters of Paul

The movement, beyond Galilee

non-Judean (non-Israelite) people became interested and wanted to join. Paul and his coworker ...

were soon establishing fledgling assemblies (ekklesiai) of Christ among non-Israelite in the cities

of Greece.

the assemblies of Christ were communities with political-economic aspects inseparable from the

religious aspect. (135)

Most significant economically, members of the assemblies of Christ were city dwellers, not

peasants, and were slaves or artisans or underemployed wageworkers, not farmers in an agrarian

village. (136)

New Testament scholarship has tended to construct a general synthetic picture of the "Hellenistic

world" of the Greek cities in which the apostle Paul carried out his mission and early "Gentile

Christianity"developed. (137)

ekklesia, assembly, a network of smaller household-based communities

a nascent alternative society that separated itself from the dominant imperial society as much as

possible. (140)

Paul advocated all of this community discipline and solidarity in the conviction that "the appointed

time has grown short ..., for the present form of this world is passing away" (1 Cor. 7:29-31) . ...

By that he did not mean that the whole cosmos, including societal life, was coming to a

catastrophic end. He meant rather that the days of the Roman imperial order were numbered, that

"the rulers of this age ... are doomed to perish" (1Cor. 2:6-8). (141)

-4 -



2013 4R - BBk 2E 1/14/2014
FUANBEOBHLORA—ARK - BE - &% - 28F (1) —

There is no indication that any member of the assemblies of the Christ was from the extremly
wealthy urban or provincial elite.

The picture in the book of Acts of a few well-off members is historically unreliable, certainly for
the first generation or two. (142)

he understood the collection as the traditional economic reciprocity of villagers with one another.
(144)

7. Richard A. Horsley, "Introduction," in, Richard A. Horsley (ed.), Paul and the Roman
Imperial Order, Trinity Press International, 2004.

These many indications in Paul's Letters shows that his gospel and mission stood sharply
opposed to Caesar and the Roman imperial order, and not to the Jewish Law. Hence, Pauline
scholarships needs to take a keen interest in understanding why and in what ways Roman power
and the Roman imperial order impinged upon, and were objectionable to, Paul and the people
among whom he worked. Because of the separation of religion and politics in modern Western NT
scholarship, however, it has generally been assumed that such questions were irrelevant to our
understanding of Paul and his Letters. Thus, the field is only beginning to investigate the
conflictualrelationship of Paul and the Roman imperial order.

This has been one of several interrelated areas of focus for the "Paul and Politics Group" of the
Society of Biblical Literature, as exemplified in a number of contributions to a previous collection
of articles. Accordingly, that group sponsored a session at the 2000 Annual Meeting on "Paul and
the Roman Imperial Order," for which the papers by Efrain Agosto, Erik Heen, Jennifer Knust,
and Abraham Smith were originally written. (5)
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