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Part 2: The Renewal of Covenantal Community
The Assemblies of Christ in the Letters of Paul
the assemblies of Christ were communities with political-economic aspects inseparable from the
religious aspect. (135)
a nascent alternative society that separated itself from the dominant imperial society as much as
possible. (140)
By that he did not mean that the whole cosmos, including societal life, was coming to a
catastrophic end. He meant rather that the days of the Roman imperial order were numbered, that
"the rulers of this age ... are doomed to perish" (1Cor. 2:6-8). (141)
7 . Richard A. Horsley, "Introduction," in, Richard A. Horsley (ed.), Paul and the Roman
Imperial Order, Trinity Press International, 2004.

These many indications in Paul's Letters shows that his gospel and mission stood sharply
opposed to Caesar and the Roman imperial order, and not to the Jewish Law. Hence, Pauline
scholarships needs to take a keen interest in understanding why and in what ways Roman power
and the Roman imperial order impinged upon, and were objectionable to, Paul and the people
among whom he worked. =+ - - the field is only beginning to investigate the
conflictualrelationship of Paul and the Roman imperial order.
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