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What distinguishes the communal life of people in the polis from all their forms of human
communal life --- with which the Greeks were most certainly familiar --- is freedom. ... Being free
and living in the polis were, in a certain sense, one and the same.

Here the meaning of politics, in distinction to its end, is that men in their freedom can interact
with one another without compulsion, force, and rule over one another, as equals among equals,
commanding and obeying one another only in emergencies --- that is, in times of war --- but
otherwise managing all their affairs by speaking with and persuading one another. (116-117)
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