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Chapter Eight: A Disputational Friendship
Partisanship for the World / Religion and Science as a Disputational Friendship /
Defending Discourse ( Epistemic Inequality, Complexity and Expertise,
Incommensurability: Worlds Too Far Apart, The Cuture Wars: When Worlds Collide)
One way to understand the relationship between religion and science is as a "disputational
friendship," which is based on Hannah Arendt's understanding of a public friendship that is
"partisanship" for the world. (195)
"argumentative companionship" that does not seek out simularity in order to experience the
warmth and comfort of familiality with other human beings, but seeks out points of difference in

order to provoke conversation and preserve the plurality of the world. (196)
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Like the practices of religion and science, our identities are plural, even though they seem to be
unitary. (199)

plurality, individual perspectives on a common world

epistemic inequality, epistemic privilege (203)

Epistemic equality includes more than the opportunity to speak; it requires attentiveness to
social inequality, because social inequality can make it difficult for some groups to make their
reasons publicly avalable or publicly convincing, because of such things as a lack of education or
access to information technologies. (204)

our scientifically oriented culture, we create zones of trust (205)

I believe that scientists are capable of listening to and learning to judge non-scientific reasons.
(208)

Conflict is an inevitable by-product of the constant negotiation and evaluation of a living
practice or culture. (211)

For science and religion to fulfill their social responsibility to public life, neither can be
relegated to a separate sphere but must instead engage one another. (211)
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What distinguishes the communal life of people in the polis from all their forms of human
communal life --- with which the Greeks were most certainly familiar --- is freedom. ... Being
free and living in the polis were, in a certain sense, one and the same.

Here the meaning of politics, in distinction to its end, is that men in their freedom can
interact with one another without compulsion, force, and rule over one another, as equals
among equals, commanding and obeying one another only in emergencies --- that is, in times of
war --- but otherwise managing all their affairs by speaking with and persuading one another.
(116-117)
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