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759.1/
the concept of miracle has become one of the more intricate problems, because miracles are
said to involve a violation of the laws of nature, as David Hume asserted in the section on
miracles in his Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding (1748).
The concept of miracle as a violation of natural law subverts the very concept of law and in

effect exposes the futility of the assertion of miracles.

760.1/

This was not the meaning of the concept of miracle in Christian theology, however. In the

biblical writings, the word miracle refers to extraordinary events that function as "signs" of God's

sovereign power. .... " signs and wonders"(Daniel 6:27; John 4:48)

Augustine said, "Whatever is unusual, is a miracle"(quae sunt rara, ipsa sunt mira; De civ. Dei
21,8,3). Explicitly he emphasized that events of that type do not occur contrary to the nature of
things. To us they may appear contrary, because of our limited knowledge of the "course of
nature." But God's point of view is different,.....

762.2/

The concept of miracle in the Augustinian sense of the term, then, does not involve any
opposition to the order of nature described in terms of natural law. It only requires us to admit
that we do not know everything about how the processes of nature work. .... In any event, the
awareness of the limitations of our knowledge may keep us from denying on principle the
possibility of natural events, even if they are extremely unusual.

that (to deny their possibility on principle) would be a form of dogmatism and not consonant
with the empirical attitude of science.
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"The Concept of Miracle," in: Zygon, vol.37.n0.3 (September 2002) by the Joint Publication
Board of Zygon, pp.759-762.
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