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2. Theodore Hiebert, "The Human Vocation: Origins and Transformations in Christian
Traditions", in: Dieter T. Hessel and Rosemary Radford Ruether (eds.), Christianity and
Ecology, Harvard University Press, 2000, pp.135-154.

The priestly view of dominion is amplified when humans are created in God's image (Gen.
1:26-27) . No expression in Genesis 1 has been debated more forcefully by biblical scholars and
theologians alike than the "image of God," in the attempt to discover what qualities the image of
God bestows on the human race. The clearest context for this expression in the biblical world is
the royal ideology found in both Egypt and Mesopotamis, in which the king was regarded as the
image or likeness of the deity. This resemblance between god and king was not primarily one of
character or substance but one of function and position, so that it identified the king as the
representative of the deity, with a divine mandate to rule. Understood in this light, the expression
"the image of God" in Genesis 1 grants humans, not a unique essence, but a unique function
within the created order: to exercise authority as God's representative in creation. Such a vocation
reflects precisely the divine commission already described in which humans are assigned
dominion in creation. And it directly parallels the priest's own role as the mediator of God's
presence on the earth. (137-138)
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13. Magic and Meal, pp.303-353
My wager is that magic and meal or miracle and table constitutes such a conjunction
and that it is the heart of Jesus' program. (304)
Jesus. A Revolutionary Biography, HarperSanFrancisco 1995
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12. Richard A. Horsley(ed.), Paul and the Roman Imperial Order, Trinity Press International,
2004.
Introduction (Richard A. Horsley)

Protestant interpreters have traditionally understood Paul in opposition to Judaism. Luther's
discovery of "justification by faith" in Paul's Letter to the Romans, the solution to his frustrating
quest for a sense of righteousness, became the formative religious experience through which Paul's
letters have been read. Paul became the paradigmatic home religiosus whose quest for salvation
by a compulsive keeping of the Law in his native Judaism drove him to his dramatic conversion
to God's grace manifested in Christ.

This approach to Paul that has dominated NT studies for generations is based on the
unquestioned and distinctively modern Western assumptions that Paul is concerned with religion
and that religion is not only separate from political-economic life, but also primarily a matter of
individual faith. (1)

in the aftermath of the Holocaust



the great hero of faith who articulated foundational Christian Theology was discovered to share
the same fundamantal "covenantal nomism" of Judaism,
Paul's new religion of personal faith was no longer seen as sharply opposed to Judaism. (2)
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12. Rollin A. Ramsaran, Resisting Imperial Domination and Influence. Paul's Apocalyptic
Rhetoric in 1 Corinthians.

Studies of Greco-Roman rhetoric have done much to illiminate how Paul draws on the standard
rethorical forms in formulating the arguments in his letters. Yet how Judean apocalyptic traditions
inform or possibly provide the backbone to Paul's arguments have not been adequately examined.
Paul moves between two rethorical registers, that of the Jewish apocalyptist and that of the
Greco-Roman rhetor. Indeed, this investigation 1 Corinthians may suggest that Paul "mixes"
registers, as presumably has already happened in his personal history as a Diaspora Jew and, more
recently, as one called by Christ as an apostle to the Gentiles. (89)

The story of the crucified Christ reveals the divine condemnation and imminent destruction of
the imperial rulers, power relations, aristocratic codes, and unrighteous influences embedded in the
ruling structures; it provides renewal and power for the faithful people of God; and it sets a
pattern for the vindication and transformation of the faithful, including martyrs. Paul clearly
combines two registers, that of the Jewish apocalyptist and that of Greco-Roman rhetoric.
Attention to both registers is necessary for gaining a clearer picture of Paul's persuasive
techniques. Paul's apocalyptic rhetoric in 1 Corinth by casting his deliberative argument into the
larger framework of God's intervention through judgment and renewal. (100)

This chapter (1 Cor 15) is the "climax" of the letter because it is the climax of the "story,"
pointing both to the "final triumph [and renewal]brought by God" and to a courageous moral
stance in the face of death-dealing powers (15:30-31), which brings assurance of participating in
God's final triumph over, and renewal of, the present order. (101)
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