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In the first place, God is not to be treated as an exception to all metaphysical principle,
involved to save their collapse. He is their chief exemplification. (405)
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8. A forest is the triumph of the organisation of mutually dependent species.

Every organism requires an environment of friends, partly to shield it from violent changes, and
partly to supply it with its wants. The Gospel of Force is incompatible with a social life. By force,
I mean antagonism in its most general sense.

Almost equally dangerous is the Gospel of Uniformity.The differences between the nations and
races of mankind are required to preserve the conditions under which higher development is
possible. (Whitehead, 1925, 206-207)

(3) ok AMZEOHB—I T OHE
9. John B. Cobb Jr., Postmodernism and Public Policy. Reframing Religion, Culture, Education,
Sexuality, Class, Race, and the Economy, State University Press of New York Press, 2002.
Chapter Five. Nature, Community, and the Human Economy

Human Beings have always had an economy. ... In the contemporary world, the economy is
imposed on the natural world in a particularly jarring fashion. It is far from natural!

The detachment from the natural world has been accompanied by breaking down natural
relations among human beings as well. Human beings come to be in communities. In a profound
sense the human communities in which they live create them. The economy of the modern world
has broken down traditional communities. In its current global reach, this breakdown is being
effected almost everywhere. (101)

The economic assumptions that guide global activity today are rooted in the dominant model of
modernity. Of greatest importance are the individualistic view of human beings and the dualism of
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humanity and nature, with its resultant anthropocentrism. The modern economic model abstracts
radically from human community and the interconnectedness of human life with other creatures.

Postmodernism sees matters quite differently. People are constituted by their internal relations
to their bodies, to the wider world of nature, and especially to other people. Apart from these
relations, they do not exist at all. They are formed and informed in human communities. It is in
and through communities that they achieve true individuality and personalhood. The model that
describes this best is that of persons-in-community. In attenuated form, the community in question
includes the natural environment. (121)

From the postmodernist point of view, nature in its full diversity, remarkable capabilities, and
severe limitations must be taken very seriously. If there is to be a sustainable future, the
complexity and interdependence of natural processes must be considered in ways that are
discouraged by the modern economic model. The human economy is a subordinate element in the
natural economy rather an autonomous system that can exploit the natural one indefinitely. We
must find ways of meeting the real human needs of all and attaining a satisfying life that are far
less consumptive than the lifestyles of the affluent today. (123)

10. John B. Cobb, Jr., "Christianity, Economics, and Ecology," in: Dieter T. Hessel and Rosemary
Radford Ruether (eds.), Christianity and Ecology, Harvard University Press, 2000.
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