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It is impossible to explore any aspect of modern western culture without coming to terms with
what has often been termed "the postmodern shift". Although the origins of this trend can be
traced back at least to the early 1970s, its full impact would not be felt until the late 1980s.
Postmodernism is generally taken to be something of a cultural sensibility without absolutes, fixed
certainties or fundations, which takes delight in pluralism and divergence, and which aims to think
through the radical "situatedness" of all human thought. (Alister E. McGrath, The Foundation of
Dialogue in Science & Religion, Blackwell, 1998, pp.9-10.)
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What Is Christianity?

Normally, the Christian community understans the Jesus-event as located in the history of Israel
and find much of normative importance in that earlier history. + < < Normally, it places great
weight on the written records of Israel's life and of the Jesus-event, that is, on the Bible. Much
else can be said of its usual practice. But a definition should include only enough to establish

boundaries within which there may still be great diversity. No matter how carefully those
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bundaries are drawn, furthermore, there will be many borderline instances. This dose not
disqualify a definition.

Beliefs are important to this sociohistorical movement. Subgroups within the community may
not be able to work together if they disagree too much on the meaning of the founding events.
Today it is hard to understand the intensity of the feeling aroused by disagreements on
Christology and Trinity in the early church because these differences are not the ones that divide
us today. * - -

More undaerstandable to us are the theological quarrels that gave rise to the Reformation. But
they, too, are fading in importance. Lutherans and Catholics can now agree on common
formulations without overcoming their practcal differences, brought about by a long history of
separate development.

In the nineteenth century, denominations split over slavery, an issue we can still understand.
Today the most divisive issues among Christians in the United States are abortion, women's
ordination, and homosexuality. To what extent these will cause institutional dicisions within the
church remains to be seen, but they are already dividing the Christian movement. (John B. Cobb,
Postmodernism and Public Policy. Reframing Religion, Culture, Education, Sexuality, Class, Race,
Politics, and the Economy, State University of New York Press, p.17)
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