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Abstract
Religions help us from the basic assumptions about what we are and how we should act in the
world. Presently, two wolrdviews with accompanying economic rules for planetary living vie for
our loyalty. One is the neoclassical market model with its ideology of greed and its goal of
growth: the consumer society. The other is the ecological economic model with its creed of
interdependence and its goal of planetary sustainability: the just society. Many Christians,
particularly middle-class North Americans, are presently captive to the first model. Christianity
should, however, advocate the second model --- the one that sees the good of all beings, including
human beings, as dependent on a sustainable planet where resources are justly distributed. The
ecological economic model is not Christian economics; rather, it is an economic model that faintly
resembles the radical inclusiveness and open table of Jesus' Kingdom of God. It is better than the
market model for human beings and the planet. It is also a more appropriate one for Christians to

support. (119)

None of the world's major religions has as its maxim: "Blessed are the greedy." .... Often,
however, religion is not considered to be about economics.; in fact, many in most societies do not
want religion to intrude into economics.

But most religions know better. They know that economics is about human well-being, about
who eats and who does not, who has clothes and shelter and who does not, who has the basics for
a decent life and who does not. Economics is about life and death , as well as the quality of life.
Economics is not just about money, but about sharing scarce resources among all who need them.
(119) Economic is a justice issue, so why would religions not be concerned with it ?

Christian faith embraces the world --- all of creation and not just human being ... all of
creation, including dying nature as well as oppressed people, are with God's "economy," God's
"household."

oikos: economics, ecology, and ecumenical
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we are members of a society, now a worldwide one, that accepts, almost without question, an
economic theory that supports insatiable greed on the part of individual. This theory lies behind
present-day market capitalism (120) and, since the death of communism and the decline of
socialism, it is accepted by most ordinary people as a description of the way things are and must
be. Market capitalism is seen as the "truth."

This realization --- that economics is not a "hard" science, but an ideology with an assumed

anthropology and goal for the planet ... --- is the first step in seeing things otherwise.

Christianity and Economics

Is ecological economics "Christian" economics? No, not in any one-on-one or exclusive sense.
It is , however, an emerging economic model that is being increasingly set forth and supported by
a wide range of NGOs ... and protest movements. (121)

the restoration of nature must also lie, at least in part, with Christianity. I believe it does, but
also with other world religions as well as with education government, economics, and science.
The environmental crisis creates a "planetary agenda," involving all people, all areas of expertise,

all religions. (122)

Neoclassical and ecological economics

The two worldviews --- neoclassical economic (s) and ecological economic (s) --- are
dramatically different;

Both are models, interpretations of the world and our place in it: neither is a description of fact.
(124)

Contemporary neoclassical economics, however, generally deny that economics is about value.
But this denial is questionable.

At the base of neoclassical economics is an anthropology: human beings are individual
motivated by self-interest.

Neoclassical economics has one value: the monetary fulfillment of individuals provided they
compete successfully for the resources. (125)

the view of human nature is individualism and the goal is economic growth.

we turn to the alternative ecological economic paradigm

Ecological economics claims we cannot survive... unless we acknowledge our profound
dependence on one another and the earth.

sustainability and distributive justice (126)

John Dominic Crossan: "The open commensality and radical egalitarianism of Jesus' kingdom
of God are more terrifying than anything we have ever imagined, and even if we can never accept
it, we should not explain it away as something else" (Crossan 1994. 73-74) (130)
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