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A title applied to the theological principles of K.Barth(g.v.)and his school on the ground that,
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in distinction from the dogmatic method of ecclesiastical orthodoxy, which treats of God as a
concrete Object (via dogmatica), and the negative principles of many mystics, which forbid all
positive affirmations about God (via negativa), it finds the truth in a dialectic apprehension of
God which transcends the 'Yes' and the 'No' of the other methods (via dialectica) . Its object is to
preserve the Absolute of faith from every formation in cut-and-dried expressions.

After the publication of Barth's Romerbrief in 1919 the Dialectical Theology rapidly spread, ...

(Cross/Livingstone(eds.),The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, Third Edition, 1997,
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Alister McGrath(ed.), The Blackwell Encyclopedia of Modern Christian Thought, 1993.
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