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Protestant interpreters have traditionally understood Pual in opposition to Judaism. Luther's
discovery of "justification by faith" in Paul's Letter to Romans, the solution to his frustrating quest
for a sense of righteousness, became the formative religious experience throught which Paul's
letters have deen read. = - -

This approach to Paul that has dominated NT studies for generarions in based on the
unquiestioned and distinctively modern Western assumptions that Paul is concerned with religion
and that religion is not only sepatations from political-economic life, but also primarily a matter of
individual faith. + - -

When NT scholars struggled to rethink their theology and exegesis in the aftermath of the
Holocaust, they made two dramatic shifts. = < -

Rchard A. Horsley (ed.), Paul and the Roman Inperial Order, Trinity Press International, 2004.
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