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* N. T.Wright, The Paul Debate. Critical Questions for Understanding the Apostle, SPCK, 2015.

The mistake is to imagine that Paul was offering a new sort of “Religion,” and that he
contrasted it, measuring both against some kind of abstract standard, with a “Religion” which we
can call “Judaism.” (15-16)

On the contrary: some of the sharpest things he says by way of critique against the position he
had formerly occupied, that of persecuting the followers of Jesus, he takes from the scriptures
themselves, the scriptures which (like Deuteronomy 32) had always warned that "Israel" would
wander away from God's path and that God would do new things to make them jealous, the
scriptures which (like Isaiah 52 or Ezeliel 36) spoke of the nations of the world looking at Iarael
and blaspheming Israel's God rather than praising him. (16)
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