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religious realism

Religious experience, then, is structured by religious beliefs, and religious beliefs are implicit
within religious experience.

And by analogy religious realism is the view that the objects of religious belief exist
independently of what we take to be our human experience of them. For each religious tradition
refers to something ... that stands transcendingly above or undergirdingly beneath and giving
meaning or value to our existence. (172)

Religious realism is not of course to be equated with a straightforwardly literal understanding
of religious discourse.

We can therefore only experience the Real as its presence affects our distinctively human
modes of consciousness, varying as these do in their apperceptive resources and habits from

culture to culture and from individual to individual. (173)
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