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7. Bruce Jennings and Elizabeth Heitman, Genetics and Genetic Technology in Social
Context, pp. 131-146

No science or technology, least of al genetics, exists in a socia, cultural, or historical vacuum.
Like most human activities, science is a socia practice, and the application of genetic knowledge
is influenced by historical experience and socia values. ... the influences run both ways. (131)

Chapter 4 provides an overview of the terrible history of American, English, and Nazi German
socia policy intended to "improve" the human race through eugenics. .... "public heath genetics'
(132)

Individual choices are made with at least some degree of freedom, but "voluntary" is a slippery
term, and strongly held social values can be partially coercive of individuals.

How to define health and illness

Genetics may give us more precise ways of describing disease, but science cannot remove the
socia dimension in defining "normal”. (133)

the common desire to be hedlthy or to have a healthy baby may be redirected toward the goa
of being free from genetic flaws or having a child without genetic flaws, a quest for an
unattainable perfection.

While few can argue against the importance of eliminating diseases that cause terrible suffering,
defining genetic health as the absence of certain genetic abnormalities may further blur the already
fading distinction between therapy for disease and enhancement of characteristics that are
statistically normal but less than ideal.

notions of "disease", "disability", and "handicap" as originally proposed by the WHO in 1980

a continuum composing bhiological, psychological, and social/cultural components of the
sickness or disability

disease: the biological abnormality of dysfunction within the person’s body
impairment: the external manifestation of the disease
disability: the behavioral limitation associated with the impairment
handicap: the socially created difficulties or disadvantages (135)
the term "genetic disease" should be used cautioudly, as it suggests a genetic determinism that
is scientificaly indefensible.

misinformation and misunderstanding about genetic diagnosis will foster prejudice against
individuals with specific genetic mutations: the resulting stigma ... the value-laden diagnostic
labels and stereotypical characterizations (137)

The socia identity and roles of individuals and groups diagnosed with some genetic anomalies
may also be subject to the unfortunate tendency of even educated Americans to interpret illness in
moral terms and to find the afflicted "deserving" of their conditions. ..... disease is the result of
sin, spiritual impurity, or a lack of faith. ... these beliefs recur throughout the history of
Judeo-Christian thought...

The line between the moral judgement of disease as punishment for sin and the scientific view
of disease as a natural consequence of unhealthy behavior is blurry. (138)



The rapid diffusion and application of genetic tests may be at least partly attributable to the
"technological imperative", the perceived need to use a new medical technology simply because
exists.

in health care, the temptations at both the individual and the social level are often too great to
resist.(140)

while technology expands our apparent choices in some ways, it may limit choice in others.

... it may limit choice directly by forcing us to make decisions that we would not have to face if
we did not have the information provided by technology.

we often unconsciously internalize the imperatives and expectations of technology as we live in
modern society. The power of the genetic technology to define who you are, what you are, what
your life possibilities are , and what limits you should place on yourself is a phenomenon that is
obscured by the socia ideology of technology as an expander of choice and freedom.(141)

The technology can inspire an idolatrous veneration that displaces more basic commitments to
seeing our lives as gifts and other persons as creatures to whom justice is due.

insurance companies

employers (142)

8 Mary R. Anderlik and Jan C. Heller, The Economics and Politics of the New Genetics
9 David A. Ames, The Role of the Church in the New Genetics
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Libera Individualism in Question

The target of this critique of Rawlss work and the new paradigm he established is the
philosophy of liberalism, on account of its individualism. It denounces the ahistorical, asocia and
disembodied conception of the subject that is implied by the idea of an individual endowed with
natural rights prior to society, and rejects the thesis of the priority of the right over the good.
Against the Kantian inspiration of Rawls, the communitarian authers call upon Aristotle and
Hegel: against liberalism they appeal to the tradition of civic republicanism. (28)

For Charles Taylor the liberal view of the subject is 'atomist’ because it affirms the
self-sufficient character of the individua; ... According to Taylor, it is thanks to participation in a
community of language and of mutual discourse concerning the just and unjust, the good and the
bad, that rationality can develop and that man can become amoral subject capable of discovering
the good. While reffering paticularly to Nozick, he shows the absurdity of claiming to start from
the priority of natural rights in order to deduce the entirety of the social context. In effect, this
modern individual, with his rights, is the result of a long and complex historical development and
it is only in a certain type of society that the existence if such a free individual, capable of
choosing his own objectives, is possible. (28-29)

Alasdair MacIntyre, for his part, reproaches Rawls and Nozick for proposing a conception of
justice which does not leave room for the notion, fundamental according to him, of 'virtue. ....
Now, says MacLntyre, the notion of virtue only has a place in the context of a community whose
origina bond is a shared understanding as much for the good of man as for the good of the
community and where the individuals identify their fundamental interests with reference to these
goods. He sees in the rejection of liberalism of all ideas of a 'common good’ the source of the
nihilism that is slowly destroying our societies. (29)

According to Sandel, in Rawls's problematic such a ’congtitutive’ type of community is
unthinkable and community can only be conceived as simple cooperation between individuals
whose interests are aready given and who join together in order to defend them and to advance
them. His central thesis is that this unencumbered conception of the subject, incapable of
constitutive engagements, is at the same time necessary so that the right can have priority over the
good, and contradictory with the principle of justice which Rawls intends to justify. (29-30)
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