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O O O John Hick, /nterpretation of Religion
Introduction of 1st Edition
areligious interpretation of religion (not confessional)
the view of religion from within / from without
purely human phenomenon anthropological, sociological, psychological
€))
religion as a family-resemblance concept
definitional strategies
as forming a complex continuum of resemblances and differences analogous to those
found within a family
Paul Tillich's concept of ‘ultimate concern’ (3-5)
cf. functional
The Soteriological Character of Post-Axial Religion
In al these forms the ultimate, the divine, the Readl, is that which makes possible a
transformation of our present existence,
unlearning our habitual ego-centredness and becoming a conscious and accepting part of
the endlessly interacting flow of life (33
Salvation/Liberation as Human Transformation

Introduction of 2nd Edition

the religious ambiguity of the universe. the fact that it can be understood and experienced both
religiously and naturalistically (xvii)

it is entirely rational for those who experience religiously to trust their religious experience and
to base their living and believing on it.



the critical trust principle (xviii)

this is accepted within each of the greatest post-axial traditions on behalf of its own adherents.
But if the principle is sound, it must apply to the other traditions as well, and it thereby validates
a plurality of incompatible religious belief-systems. (xix)

The hypothesis is that there is an ultimate reality, which | refer to as the Real.

which is in itsef transcategorial (ineffable), beyond the range of our human conceptiona
systems, but whose universal presence is humanly experienced in the various forms made possible
by our conceptual-linguistic systems and spiritual practices.

al awareness of our environment is interpretative, a form of experiencing-as. (xix)
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