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Chantal Mouffe, The Return of the Political, Verso 1993 (2005) .
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- at the heart of the very concept of political modernity, it is important to distinguish two
traditions, liberal and democratic, both of which, as Macpherson has shown, are articulated only
in the nineteenth century and thus not neccesarily related in any way. (10)

« the Enlightenment project of self-foundation / its political project, which is the achievement of
equality and freedom

the critique of the rationalist concept of a unitary subject

the multiplicity of subject positions,

a theory of the subject as a decentred, detotalized agent, a subject constructed at the point of
intersection of a multiplicity of subject positions (12)

+ a 'neo-conservative' movement, a group of 'neo-liberals'
the target is the articulation between liberalism and democracy  (23)
civic republicanism, the classical conception of politics, in which individuals actively participate
in the res publica (24)

- the two aspects of the Enlightenment, that of 'self-assertion' (which can be indentified with the
political project), and that of 'self-foundation’ (the epistemological project) (41)

+ Rawls's Theory of Justice
a defence which establishes its autonomy from economic liberalism (42)

« Carl Schmitt

liberalism negates democracy and democracy negates liberalism  (105)

democracy requires homogeneity, which only exists on the basis of the elimination of
heterogeneity

the liberal idea of the equality of all persons as persons is foreign to democracy; it is an
individualistic humanitarian ethic and not a possible form of political organization

modern mass democracy rests on a confusion between the liberal ethic of absolute human
equality and the democratic political form of identity of governed and governing

parliamentary democracy,

a hybrid system is the result of the compromise that the liberal bourgeoisie has managed to



establish between absolute monarchy and proletarian democracy by way of combining two
opposite principles of government
a union between two completely heterogeneous political principles
the one of identity proper to the democratic form of government / the one of representation
proper to monarchy (106)

« The liberal parliamentary order was based on a series of important divisive issues like religion,
morality and economics being confined to the private sphere; this was required in order to create
the homogeneity that was the necessary condition for the working of democracy

individuals, separated from their conflicting interests, could discuss and reach a rational
consensus. (107)

but openess and discussion has become an empty and trivial formality (108)

+ Schmitt's main target is not democracy but liberalism, whose pluralism he violently opposes.

he advocates replacing parliamentary democracy with a plebiscitary democracy (109)

an inescapable contradiction between liberalism and democracy,

between its two constitutive principals of liberty and equality

Liberal individualism is unable to understand the formation of collective identities and it cannot
grasp the collective aspect of social life as being constitutive. (110)

For Schimitt, the political is concerned with the relations of friend and enemy, it deals with the
creation of a 'we' opposed to a 'them'; it is the realm of 'decision’ not free discussion.

conflict, antagonism, the limits of ration consensus (111)
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