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3. Jaroslav Perikan, What Has Athens To Do with Jerusalem? Timaeus and Genesis in
Counterpoint, The University of Michigan Press, 1997.

Almost as soon as Christianity had gone beyond Greek to speak and write in Latin, it began to
raise fundamental questions about that counterpoint. "What has Athens to do with Jerusalem?"
[Quid Athenae Hierosolymis?], asked Tertullian, the first important Latin Christian author. The
answer of Tertullian to his own question was that the faithful disciple of Jerusalem did not really
need to become a pupil of Athens as well. (2)

The theme of that counterpoint in the Book of Wisdom, moreover, was not the conjunction of
Isaiah and Virgil on the birth of the Child nor conjunction of David and the Sibyl on the end of
the world but the conjunction of Genesis and Timaeus on the beginning of the world. Having
almost certainly been composed originally in Greek rather than in Hebrew, the Wisdom of
Solomon is not only the most Hellenized but also arguably the most "philosophical” book in the
Bible. That, too, was a reflection and an adumbration, for it would be as a
philosophical-theological cosmogony that the combination of Timaeus and Genesis would present
itself to Judaism in Alexandria and then to Christianity in New Rome and in Catholic Rome.

This book deals with that question of cosmogony, the doctrine of beginnings and of origins, as
the question was posed for Roman culture from classical Rome to Catholic Rome by the
counterpoint between the Genesis of Moses and the Timaeus of Plato. (3)

Classical Rome:"Description of the Universe" (Timaeus 90E) as Philosophy

Athens: Geneseos Arthe as "The Principle of Becoming” (Tomaeus 29D-E)

Jerusalem: Genesis as a "Likely Account” (Timaeus 29D) of One God Almighty Maker
Alexandria: The God of Genesis as "Maker and Father" (Timaeus 28C)

New Rome: Christ as "God Made Perceptible to the Senses," "Only-Begotten God," and
"Image of the God Apprehensible Only to the Mind" (Timaeus 92C)

Catholic Rome: The Trinity as "Source, Guide, and Goal" (Timaeus 27C-42D)
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